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KEEP  EYES  OPEN  EOR 
SCHOOL  DISASTER  HAZAPJ3S 


Does  the  school  that  your  children  attend  have  constant  inspection 
for  safety?    Are  there  any  fire  hazards  such  as  ruotish  stored  in  the  "basement  or 
rear  corridors  or  under  stairs,   oil  lamps,   imperfect  heating  or  electrical  instal- 
Lr-tion,  kerosene  or  gasoline  stored  in  the  building?    Have  you  ever  actually 
looked  into  the  school  basement? 

Could  an  explosion  occur,   similar  to  the  disaster  at  Nev/  London, 
Tex.?    That  was  caused  by  the  ignition  of  an  accumulation  of  natural  gas  in  the 
■"onoccupied  space  under  the  class  recitation  rooms,  v'hen  an  electric  connection  "as 
nade  to  start  the  operation  of  a  sanding  machine  in  the  adjoining  manual- training 
shop . 

The  engineer  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  who  was  detailed 
to  help  with  the  investigation  of  the  Texas  explosion,  Dr.  David  J.  Price,  has 
spoken  and  written  many  times  since  to  warn  parents  that  they  ought  to  be  more 
£.lert  to  the  safety  conditions  in  the  schools  and  colleges  their  children  attend. 
five  is  an  ever— present  danger,  he  says,  and  under  some  conditions,   such  as  oc- 
curred at  New  London,  explosions,  with  or  v/ithout  fire,  may  occur.     The  basem.ent 
is  most  often  the  starting  point  in  either  case.    He  calls  attention  to  the  im- 
portance of  proper  inspection  and  supervision  of  all  school  buildings,  during  con- 
struction, and  before  and  during  occupan.cy.     Competent  officials  should  inspect 
boating  and  lighting  equipment  and  appliances  and  similar  installations  from  the 
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standpoint  of  safety,  "before  girls  and  "boys  are  allowed  to  occupy  the  "building. 

Here  are  some  points  "'hich  parents  might  well  give  their  attention 
■^.lio  inspected  and  approved  the  installation  of  the  heating  and 
lighting  equipment  in  the  school  "building?     To  whom  does  this  inspector  report? 
"^0  supervises  the  school  "building?    Are  there  any  hazardous  processes  carried  on 
undernea.th  or  adjoining  classrooms?    Are  school  'busses,  trucks,   or  any  automo- 
"biles  stored  -onder  the  "building?    Where  are  they  kept?    TThat  alarm  or  warning 
devices  arc  provided?    Do  they  work  properly?    Who  tests  them?    Do  all  exits  open 
Cat':Tard  v/ithout  sticking?     Is  a  malodorant  used  for  detecting  otherwise  odorless 
passes? 
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